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Dear CPME members, 
Dear friends, 
 
Welcome to the 43rd edition of the CPME Monthly Bulletin which aims to inform you about the latest 
Executive Committee meeting on 19 October 2017 as well as other latest events and news. 

 
The most recent CPME Executive Committee agenda included, amongst other items, un up-date on 
progress of the European Parliament’s negotiations on the Proportionality Directive and a proposal on 
follow-up activities on the ‘One Health approach’ in undergraduate education. 

 
In preparation of the upcoming General Assembly and Board meetings which will be held on 24-25 
November 2017, we invite you to take note of the brief overview with the timeline and venues of the 
CPME meetings at the end of this bulletin. 
 
Furthermore, we would like to remind you that the next General Assembly is called to elect the 
replacements for the posts of CPME 1st and 2nd Vice-Presidents from the Board members until the end of 
the current term of office (see Art. 13(4) of the Statutes). Your Head of Delegation will need to put 
forward a nomination for the Board members wishing to be a candidate. Elections will then take place on 
the occasion of the next General Assembly meeting on the 25th of November 2017. 
 
We hope the bulletin is informative and we also invite you to consult our latest news. 
Please, don’t hesitate to contact us directly if you have any comments, questions or concerns. 

 
Kind regards, 
Dr Jacques de Haller 
CPME President 
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Executive Committee meeting 
 

Internal affairs 
Draft Board and General Assembly agendas 
The Executive Committee discussed the draft Board and draft General Assembly agendas for the meetings in 
Brussesl (24-25 November 2017). 

 

 

Policies 
Follow-up activities on the ‘One Health approach’ in undergraduate education  
The Executive Committee discussed the concept note on the follow-up activities on the ‘One Health approach’ 
in undergraduate education and decided to move the final decision to the Board. 
 
Considering the low probability of benefiting from EU funding, it was considered whether CPME should 
undertake (self-funded) activities with the Federation of Veterinarians of Europe (FVE), the Council of 
European dentists (CED), the European Medical Student Association (EMSA), the International Veterinary 
Students' Association (IVSA) and the European Dental Students Association (EDSA) in the context of the ‘One 
Health approach’ in undergraduate education. The six organisations could organise a pilot conference in 
Brussels bringing together representatives from the academic field, health professions, students of medical, 
dental and veterinary schools, policy-makers and regulators from the BENELUX region. 
 
Some concerns were raised about the financial and logistical implications. In addition, it was highlighted that 
the conference might have greater added value if organised in a European region where combatting AMR is a 
pressing issue instead of the Benelux region.  
 
Joint action on antimicrobial resistance and healthcare-associated infections (EU-JAMRAI)   
The Executive Committee decided to posticipate in the joint action on antimicrobial resistance and healthcare-
associated infections (EU-JAMRAI) through the Stakeholder Forum and to consider taking part in the WP7 
(appropriate use of antimicrobials) and WP8 (awareness-raising and communication), which are the most 
relevant work packages for CPME. 
 
The kick-off meeting of the EU-JAMRAI, coordinated by the French National Institute of Health and Medical 
Research (INSERM), took place on 13 September 2017 in Paris.  This Joint Action aims at bringing together EU 
Member States, international organizations and universities to contribute to tackle AMR and healthcare-
associated infections. It will capitalise on existing initiatives and propose concrete steps to reduce the burden 
of AMR. 
 
Patient Empowerment Project  
The Executive Committee decided to send a letter of support to the European Health Futures Forum (EHFF) 
that has applied to the Robert Bosch Stiftung for a grant for their project to establish a virtual centre for 
Patient Empowerment and Self-Management across Europe (CEPaC). CPME would be a member of the CEPaC 
Programme Board, attending four meetings over three years which are reimboursed by EHFF. 
 
EHFF has applied to the Robert Bosch Stiftung for support for their project to establish a virtual centre for 
Patient Empowerment and Self-Management across Europe. This virtual centre would support patients and 
NGOs, health care providers, insurers and government agencies in the design, implementation and 
evaluation of patient empowerment approaches. 
 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/chafea/news/news522.html
http://doc.cpme.eu:591/database/2017/Info.2017-121.AMR.joint.action.kick-off.meeting.13.September.2017.(with.Annexes).pdf
https://ehff.eu/
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Proportionality Directive 
The Executive Committee took note of the up-date on the progress of the European Parliament’s negotiations 
on the Proportionality Directive. 
 
While the ENVI committee adopted an Opinion which calls for an exemption of health professions, the IMCO 
committee is still undecided on this question. Rapporteur MEP Andreas Schwab supports an exemption in his 
draft Report, however more recently has indicated that he is working on a compromise, which will most likely 
not include an exemption. It is even reported that he no longer supports any option which offers any 
significant special status for health professions. Lobbying efforts will continue to find a good outcome in the 
IMCO committee.  
 
 

International calendar 
The Executive Committee reviewed the CPME participation at forthcoming meetings of CPME members, 
European Medical Organisations and international partners. 
 
 

Any Other Business 
The Executive Committee agreed to send the GENCAD factsheets to CPME members and to have a 
presentation during the Board meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monitoring news 

 
 

Regulating health professions in a European perspective 
Conference, 17 November 2017,  9:00 - 17:00, Brussels 

 
On the occasion of a major reform of the regulatory framework for health professions in Belgium, this 
conference will look at the experience of other EU Member States and explore in more detail how EU 
integration affects the organisation and regulation of health professions.  The conference aims to discuss the 
impact of professional mobility on national workforce planning policies and how Member States can ensure 
quality and patient safety in a European and international context.  

Programme, practical information and registration: www.ose.be/hcconference2017/    
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/health/social_determinants/events/ev_20171011_en
http://www.ose.be/hcconference2017/
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Polish Chamber requests support on junior doctors’ strike 
 
The President of the Polish Chamber of Physicians and Dentists, Dr Maciej Hamankiewicz, has reached out 
with a request for support for the national strike action junior doctors have been engaging in since 2 
October. The protest is a reaction to the low level  of governmental spending on healthcare and follows 
previous attempts of negotiation with the authorities. At its general assembly in Chicago, the WMA has 
adopted a resolution in support of the action. In a letter to CPME, the Polish delegation appeals for support 
from their European colleagues.  
On 16 October 2017, CPME issued a Press Release aiming at finding a resolution to the difficult situation of 
the Polish healthcare system. 
 
 PRESS RELEASE - Physicians in Europe express solidarity with striking junior doctors in Poland 

 

 
EMA raises concerns regarding the impact of its relocation on business continuity 
 
The EMA recently warned that the damage caused by its relocation would take at least two years to fix and 
could lead in the worse-case scenario to a major public health crisis in the EU. In a survey conducted by the 
EMA in the context of its business continuity planning, EMA staff was asked to provide feedback on the 19 
candidate cities which applied to host the Agency after Brexit. The results revealed that estimated staff 
losses would range between 19% to 94%, depending on the chosen location.  
In parallel, the Commission published its assessment of the 19 offers on 30 September. This assessment, 
which consists of a summary of each proposal, does not provide any ranking or shortlist, leaving the final 
decision to Member States.  

-  
 

 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)’s defence on relations with industry in pre-
submission activities 
On 29 August 2017, EMA formally replied to the letter from the European Ombudsman notifying the opening 
of a strategic inquiry into EMA’s pre-submission activities. In its response, EMA’s Executive Director, Guido 
Rasi, highlights that the EMA is fulfilling a legal obligation when interacting with medicinal product 
developers before an application for marketing authorisation. According to EMA, pre-submission activities 
are required and conducted in accordance with EMA’s Founding Regulation No 726/2004. The Director also 
stresses that the risk of bias can be managed by having the necessary safeguards in place. In this respect, 
EMA manages this risk by adopting strong policies in relation to conflicts of interest, an independent process 
for evaluation of medicinal products, and a high level of transparency for EMA’s operations. 
 

 
ECJ upholds Member States’ rights to rule strictly on health professions’ scope of 
activities 
 
The European Court of Justice was asked by a Maltese court to rule on the question whether ‘clinical dental 
technologists’ may practice their profession, including direct patient treatment, independently from the 
supervision of a dentist. The case in question concerned professionals gaining the title of ‘clinical dental 
technicians’  in another Member State  and then returning to Malta to practice this profession. In Malta, 

CPME_PL_strike.pdf
http://doc.cpme.eu:591/adopted/2017/16.10.2017.PR.PolishDoctorsOnStrike.pdf
http://www.ema.europa.eu/docs/en_GB/document_library/Other/2017/09/WC500235516.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/about-european-union/relocation-uk-based-eu-agencies_en
http://www.ema.europa.eu/docs/en_GB/document_library/Other/2017/09/WC500235121.pdf


6 | P a g e  

 

however, no such profession exists and the two nearest are those of the dental profession itself, as well as 
the profession of dental technician, which requires the supervision of a dentist. On 21 September 2017, the 
Court ruled that activities of clinical dental technologists must be pursued in collaboration with a dental 
practitioner. The ruling underlines that in the treatment of a patient, the obligatory involvement of dental 
practitioners is a proportionate restriction, which is justified in the interest of protecting human health from 
subsequent risks. This ruling is relevant to the on-going negotiations on the Proportionality Directive and 
reinforces Member States’ broad discretion in organising their healthcare systems. The ruling also briefly 
commented on the principle of ‘partial access’ as introduced by the 2013 revision of the Professional 
Qualifications Directive, however did not conclusively discuss the applicability of this option in this case. 
 

 

Commission releases its roadmap for 2018 
On 24 October 2017, the European Commission presented its Work Programme for 2018, entitled ‘An 
agenda for a more united, stronger and more democratic Europe’. Taking as a starting point the 
Commission's White Paper on the Future of Europe and the 2017 State of the Union speech, the 2018 Work 
Programme sets out few legislative actions to complete the Commission's work in priority policy areas (such 
as the Digital Single Market, the Capital Markets Union, the Security Union and the European migration 
policy) as well as some non-legislative initiatives.  

Only one reference to EU health policies is made in the context of ‘a deeper and fairer Internal market’ and 
concerns the upcoming joint action plan on national vaccination policies.  

 

 

New initiative on equal access to medicines 
The Dutch Minister of Health, Welfare and Sport, Edith Schippers, launched the ‘Equal Access to Medicines 
Initiative’ in October 2017. With this initiative, Minister Schippers calls on her European colleagues to make it 
a political priority that medicinal products for human use are marketed by the manufacturer in all EU member 
states at the same time. To that end, she proposes to start a dialogue with Member States, the European 
Commission, marketing authorization agencies (including EMA), the national medicines regulatory agencies, 
the pharmaceutical industry and patient organizations to seek for ways forward and find solutions on this 
pressing issue.  

 

 

EU agencies recommend a set of indicators to measure progress on antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR) in EU Member States 
On 26 October 2017, the European Medicines Agency (EMA), the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) and 
the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) published an EU scientific opinion on how to 
assess progress on reduction of AMR and antimicrobial consumption. Indicators should assist EU Member 
States in assessing their progress in reducing the use of antimicrobials and combatting AMR. The indicators, 
which are based on data already gathered through existing EU monitoring networks, address the human and 
animal sectors and reflect antimicrobial consumption and AMR in the community, in hospitals and in food-
producing animals.  

 

 
 
 
 

http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=194784&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=871112
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/cwp_2018_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/cwp_2018_en.pdf
https://www.government.nl/documents/letters/2017/10/24/equal-access-to-medicines-initiative
https://www.government.nl/documents/letters/2017/10/24/equal-access-to-medicines-initiative
http://www.ema.europa.eu/docs/en_GB/document_library/Report/2017/10/WC500237745.pdf
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CPME news and publications 

 

CPME meetings, Brussels 24-25 November 2017 
 
 

16 November 2017: 2nd send-out of CPME meetings’ agendas and documents 
 
Thursday, 23 November 2017: 
18:30 – 21:00: CPME Reception, Rue Guimard 15, 4th floor, B-1040 Brussels, 
Belgium 
 
Friday, 24 November 2017: 
09:00 – 12:30: Presidents’ roundtable, Crowne Plaza Brussels - Le Palace, Rue 
Gineste 3, 1210 Brussels – by separate invitation to NMA Presidents and 
Heads of Delegations. 
 

10:00 – 12:00: Visit of the Parlamentarium, the European Parliament Visitors’ Centre, Rue Wiertz 60, 1047 
Brussels. 
 
13:00 – 14:00: Lunch, Crowne Plaza Brussels - Le Palace, Rue Gineste 3, 1210 Brussels. 
 
14:00 – 17:00 : Working Group meetings, Crowne Plaza Brussels - Le Palace, Rue Gineste 3, 1210 Brussels. 
 
19:00 – 22:00: Gala dinner, the Atomium Restaurant -Square de l’Atomium, 1020 Brussels. 
 
Saturday, 25 November 2017: 
09:00 – 16:00: CPME Board Meeting and CPME General Assembly, The International Auditorium, 
International Trade Union House, Boulevard du Roi Albert II, No. 5 / 2. B-1210 Brussels. 
 
13:00 –  14:00: CPME ambassadorship program lunch, International Trade Union House, Boulevard du Roi 
Albert II, No. 5 / 2. B-1210 Brussels. 
 

 
Broad consensus in health and social care community on exemption of health 
professions from Proportionality Directive 

 
On 18 October 2017, in a meeting hosted by MEP Lieve Wierinck and MEP Dr Peter Liese, the Council of 
European Dentists (CED), the Standing Committee of European Doctors (CPME) and the Pharmaceutical Group 
of the European Union (PGEU) brought EU and national stakeholders together to discuss ‘Economics vs Health? 
An EU Proportionality Test for Health Professions’. 
 
 PRESS RELEASE - Broad consensus in health and social care community on exemption of health 

professions from Proportionality Directive 
 REPORT on conference ‘Economics vs Health? EU Proportionality Test for Health Professions’, 18 

October 2017 
 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/visiting/en/brussels/parlamentarium
http://doc.cpme.eu:591/adopted/2017/171018.EP.EVENT.JOINT.PRESS.RELEASE.pdf
http://doc.cpme.eu:591/adopted/2017/171018.EP.EVENT.JOINT.PRESS.RELEASE.pdf
http://doc.cpme.eu:591/database/2017/Info.2017-158.Professional.Regulation.conference.report.Proportionality.Directive.European.Parliament.18102017.pdf
http://doc.cpme.eu:591/database/2017/Info.2017-158.Professional.Regulation.conference.report.Proportionality.Directive.European.Parliament.18102017.pdf
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Recent publications on the CPME website and members’ section 
 
 CPME Newsletter – Issue 24, October 2017 
 CPME Board draft agenda – 25.11.2017 
 General Assembly draft Agenda – 25.11.2017 
 Document package, CPME Board, General Assembly and WG meetings, Brussels 24-25 November 2017 
  

 

http://doc.cpme.eu:591/adopted/2017/CPME_Newsletter_Issue24.October.2017.pdf
http://doc.cpme.eu:591/database/2017/CPME.2017-062.CPME.Draft.Board.Agenda.Brussels.2017.pdf
http://doc.cpme.eu:591/database/2017/CPME.2017-060.CPME.Draft.GA.Agenda.Brussels.2017.pdf
http://doc.cpme.eu:591/database/2017/Document.CPME.meetings.25.11.2017.zip

